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THIS NEWSLETTER IS PUB-
LISHED EVERY MONTH 
EXCEPT AUGUST, BUT ON-
LY IN DIGITAL FORMAT.   
ALL ADJUTANTS AND COM-
MANDERS WILL RECEIVE A 
DIGITAL COPY VIA EMAIL. 
IT ALSO CAN BE DOWN-
LOADED FROM THE MOPH 
WEBSITE AND PRINTED 

FOR LOCAL DISTRIBUTION. 

NATIONAL ADJUTANTõS CALL . . . 
 

Dear Patriots,  
 

2012 National Convention .  Congratulations to the Department of 
Arizona for a superbly supported Convention.  From meeting facili-

ties to accommodations to the fine nightly events in the Hospitality 
Suite, the Departmentõs efforts were responsible for such a suc-
cessful event.   Few delegates will forget the oppressive dry heat 

(daily average of 113F), but all delegates will remember the out-
standing support of the host Department.  
 

Comments on Convention .  While this past Convention is still 
fresh in your minds, please send me any comments that will help 

improve the 2013 Convention - any subject, any concern.  Your 
comments will be invaluable to HQ and the Department of Arkan-
sas in planning for the next Convention.  
 

New VA Initiative to Help You Help Homeless Veterans.  VA has 
a new online portal for ordering materials to support Patriot efforts 

in assisting homeless veterans. Created by the VAõs Homeless Vet-
erans Initiative Office , the portal accommodates both first -time and 

repeat requests for materials, and allows you to easily order bro-
chures, posters, wallets and wallet cards, drawstring bags, mag-
nets, hygiene kits, collapsible cups, ball caps, pens, and other 

items.    
 

Share the portal link with your organizationõs members and others 

in your community to help spread the word about the free outreach 
materials that can help end Veteran homelessness. Visit  http://
www.va.gov/homeless/materials_center.asp  to learn more and or-

der now.   You can also email the Center at:  
VAHomeless_Veteran_Outreach@va.gov.  
 

Veteran Led Anago Cleaning Systems to Help Veterans Fund 

Franchises .  Anago, a leading commercial cleaning franchise com-
pany, wants to provide returning veterans an opportunity to start 

their own businesses by creating a $250,000 Veteran Franchise 
Fund.  Anago will discount the franchise fee by $25,000 for the 

first five qualified veterans who apply directly though 
Anagoõs Facebook page, www.facebook.com/
anagocleaning .  The remaining 15 qualified applicants 

will get $8000 in assistance.  Call Erin Baker, 1 -800 -213 -
5857 ext 5014 with any questions.  

 

[Continued on Page 2]  
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NATIONAL ADJUTANTõS CALL . . . [Continued from page 1]  

Revised Procedures Manual on MOPH Website.  The revised Procedures Manual  (2012) 
is now on the website.  Rather than downloading the entire document, it is recommended 
that you use the CONTROL/CLICK feature in the index to find your section of interest 

and then, if desired, print just that section.  As you use this new version, please send me 

any suggestions on how we can improve it.      

National Aide -de-Camp Nominations .   Donõt forget that your nominations should  be  
submitted by October 15, 2012. All nominations must go through your Department Com-
manders to the National HQ for the National Commanderõs review.  Confirmation letters 

and credential cards will be mailed by October 31, 2012 to each candidate approved by 
the National Commander for appointment. Questions?  Contact Pick Thichangthong in 

MOPH Membership at 703 -642 -5360 or memberships@purpleheart.org .   
 

Cell Phones For Soldiers .  Please call Scotty at 307 -631 -8372 when you mail a box of 
phones, giving him the number of phones in the box.  This is imperative for him in order 

to keep the MOPH numbers/credit accurate.  
 

Convention Merchandise for Sale.  Hereõs your chance to buy the MOPH Western Hat, 

Convention black brief bags and Department of Arizona cap pins and Convention Chal-
lenge Coins  - see bottom of page 3 of this newsletter.  
 

Yours in Patriotism,  
Jack Leonard  

LIFE MEMBER REBATES - OCTOBER 1, 2012  
Chapter and Department ADJUTANTS need to file the following four reports to receive re-

bate checks:  Election, Finance, IRS 990 and Life Member Verification.  The first three 
should already be filed and the Verification Report is due at HQs on or 
before October 1st.  All four reports = MONEY!!!  This yearõs rebates are 

estimated at $200,000!  Note that postmark does not count.  The filing 
must be received at HQs no later than October 1st.  
 

Please use the Report Tracking System to monitor status of reporting.  
Go to www.purpleheart.org/Members/ReportTracking.aspx which will bring up your log 

in screen. Login, and on the Welcome Page at the lower right corner, youõll see the De-
partment/Chapter Election/990 Tracking System.  To view the Chapters, click on the 

Department name.   
 

Here are two examples of a Department and a Chapter that will qualify for the rebate.   

 
Youõve got about 3 weeks left; please check the Report Tracking System NOW,  and if 

there are any questions, please contact the Membership Department at 703 -642 -5360 or 

memberships@purpleheart.org.                                     
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H.R. 4155 - VETERANS SKILLS TO JOBS ACT  
On 8 July, the House of Representatives passed H.R. 4155 which allows federal agencies to con-
sider certain types of military training to be sufficient to satisfy training or certification require-

ments that an individual may need to obtain a federal license. Examples of such 
licenses include positions in the aviation, aerospace, communications, energy and 
maritime industries.  
This would eliminate veterans taking redundant training for  certain civilian jobs.  
Acceptance of military training for civilian credentials will also help reduce unem-
ployment among veterans.  
Information from the Department of Transportation indicates that this legislation 
would expand the departmentõs current programs to assist veterans but would not 

significantly change its workload. Thus, implementing H.R. 4155 will have no significant effect on 
the federal budget. Senate passage and Presidential signature are the next steps for enactment.  
Some states already require their licensing boards to take into account relevant military training.  

DAUGHTER DIDNõT GIVE UP ON MISSING DAD 

Captain Anthony Shine, USAF was flying his A -7D CORSAIR II light attack aircraft near the bor-
der of Laos and North Vietnam on December 2, 1972 when he radioed his wingman that he was 
descending below cloud cover for a better look at their target area, a 10 -mile stretch of Highway 7 
in the Plains de Jarres.  And then he disappeared.  
Almost 24 years later, LT COL Shine came home to rest in Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery in 1996 largely due to extraordinary actions by his daugh-
ter, Colleen Shine.  Leads on a crash site for Shine had filtered into the 

Joint Task Force Full Accounting office in Hawaii, but 
were considered too fragmentary for follow -on action.  
In 1993, Ms. Shine went to Vietnam to conduct her own 
investigation, renting a Russian jeep and hiring a Viet-
namese guide to reach the reported crash site.  There she found pieces of her 
fatherõs aircraft and a man nearby who had her fatherõs helmet with Shineõs 
name handwritten on the inside.  Her findings prompted a 
fuller probe of the site and a nearby grave which yielded 
plane parts with serial numbers, a dog tag, and remains 
with DNA matching Stine.  His remains were repatriated 
June 6, 1995 and formally identified by the Armed Service 
Identification Review Board on August 2, 1996.  LT COL 

Shine was a recipient of the Purple Heart Medal.  
(Source: various)  

CONVENTION GOODIES!!  

A-MOPH MEMBER BRIEF BAG                                                           D -DEPARTMENT OF ARIZONA CAP PIN  
B-LAMOPH BAG   (ALSO HAVE ASSOCIATE BAG)                                E -DEPARTMENT OF ARIZONA CONVENTION  
C-WESTERN HAT WITH OR WITHOUT PATCH                                   CHALLENGE COIN  
 

FOR MOPH ITEMS, CALL OR EMAIL JENNIFER 1 -888 -668 -1656/EMAIL: SUPPLY@PURPLEHEART.ORG 

FOR PRICES, SIZES AND TO ORDER.  
 

FOR DEPT OF ARIZONA ITEMS, CALL RON CAPEK, 623 -979 -9389. 602 -387 -0356 OR EMAIL: RONLUC-

CAP@GMAIL.COM  

    A          B        C      D              E 
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LARRY òTHE FLAG MANó ECKHARDT 

Larry Eckhardt, out of Little York IL, gained the title of The Flag Man for his efforts in 
planting  full size American flags along funeral routes of every fallen warrior in his state.  
He started with 50 flags several years ago, but now has an inventory of over 1,000 flags 

and hopes to triple  that number to cover not only funerals in Illi-
nois but surrounding states.  òItõs the least I can do for these he-
roes,ó said Eckhardt, who isnõt a veteran himself. He takes his flag 

displays from town to town in a van and tow -behind cargo trailer. 
He enlists the help of volunteers, often high 

school students, to help put up and take 
down the 3 X 5 foot flags on 10 foot poles 
and drill the 9 inch holes in the ground re-

quired for mounting. American Legion and VFW posts also help at 
some locations. In April 2012, the DAR presented Eckhardt with the 

DAR Medal of Honor - its highest award - for his outstanding trib-

utes to our fallen military and their families.   

SEPTEMBER IS NATIONAL SUICIDE PREVENTION MONTH  

While September is National Suicide Prevention Month, your help in assisting veterans in 
crisis to seek help is needed critically every day, every month.  Veterans from all our wars 

are committing about 18 suicides a day, often exceeding the number 

killed in action.  

A critical step in preventing suicide is learning to recognize warning 

signs. Although many at -risk veterans may not show any signs of in-
tent to harm themselves, there are behaviors that indicate a veteran needs support. In ad-
dition to talking about suicide or hurting oneself, some signs that a veteran may be at risk 

for suicide includes engaging in risky behaviors, withdrawing from family and friends, and 
feeling hopeless, anxious, and angry. To learn about additional signs that someone may be 

at risk, go to www.veteranscrisisline.net/signsofcrisis .  

If a veteran you know exhibits any of these signs, trained professionals ñmany of them 

veterans themselves ñat the Veterans Crisis Line can help. Just call 1 -800 -273 -8255 and 
press 1.  You can also chat online at www.veteranscrisisline.net/chat or text to 838255 for 

confidential support 24/7 all year.  

Since the VA launched the Crisis Line in 2007, it has answered over 640,000 calls and 

made more than 23,000 life saving rescues.  

INVITATION TO PATRIOTS TO PARTICIPATE IN PEARL HARBOR PARADE  

2012 will mark the 71 st Anniversary of the òday that will live in infamyó ð the attack on Pearl Har-
bor.  This year is also significant as we will be commemorating the 
50 th  Anniversary of the dedication of the historic Arizona Memorial.  

 

We want to take this opportunity to invite you and the Military Order 
of the Purple Heart to be official ambassadors to the Pearl Harbor 

Memorial Parade.   The participants from the MOPH would be the 
official ambassadors for the commemoration of the 50 th  anniversary 

of the Arizona Memorial.  Each participant would assist the parade committee in memorializing 
the service members who gave their lives on that great ship in 1941.      
Earl Hurrey, MGySgt USMC (ret) [earl@pearlharborparade.org]  
 

Go to www.pearlharborparade.org to register as a MOPH member.  For Patriots not living in Ha-
waii, it would be a great opportunity to participate in the Parade as well as tour the Islands.  
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PATRIOT ANTHONY J. DõARPINO INDUCTED INTO  
NEW YORK STATE SENATE HALL OF FAME  

 

On May 22, 2012, Patriot DõArpino, 25-year Life Member of MOPH Chapter 0130 New 
York,  was inducted into the New York State Senate Hall of Fame. The Hall of Fame was 
created to honor and recognize outstanding veterans from the Empire State who have dis-

tinguished themselves both in military and civilian life. His  induction citation reads as 

follows:  

A U.S. Army Sergeant from March 1943 to February 1945, Anthony J. DõArpino served in 
the United  States Army during World War II. 

He was wounded during the Battle of the Bulge 
and was awarded  the Purple Heart for his valor. 
DõArpino received several other awards for his 

courageous service  to his country including the 
Bronze Star, Combat Infantry Badge, Presiden-

tial Unit Citation for Rhine  River Crossing, and 
European Theatre of Operations medal.  
Anthony DõArpino displayed superior bravery 

and courage while in uniform and his ongoing 
service to  his community is equally impressive. 

He has given a great deal of time and energy to the development  of young people as a Cub 

Scouts pack leader, youth basketball and baseball coach, and member and  president of 
the Herkimer Central School Board of Education.  

DõArpino has been a long-standing advocate for New Yorkõs libraries, serving as trustee 
and president  on the Herkimer Library Board, the Mid -York Library Board and the New 
York State Library Board.  

DõArpino has also worked tirelessly to ensure his fel-
low veterans receive the benefits and recogni-

tion  they truly deserve. He has advised United States 
Congressional representatives on issues im-
portant  to veterans, assisted in the making of a spe-

cial film to allow veterans to tell their personal sto-
ries,  and distributed flags for display at the 
gravesites of veterans. Tony continues to make regu-

lar trips  to the Syracuse VA Medical Center to visit 
veterans and distribute robes and slippers.  

Perhaps most dear to his heart though is the Purple 
Heart award. His name is listed on the roll of  honor 
at the National Purple Heart Hall of Honor in New Wind-

sor, New York, and the Military Order of  the  
Purple Heart flag now flies above Yankee Stadium due  
to DõArpinoõs tireless efforts.  

State Senator James L. Seward honors 

Patriot DõArpino 

                        SOVIETS IN AFGHANISTAN  

Soviet soldiers like these young men spent nine years fighting in 
Afghanistan, 1979 -1988.  Referred to as the òSoviet Unionõs Viet-
nam Waró or òThe Bear Trap,ó the Soviets suffered 14,453 KIA, 
53,753 wounded or injured, and 415,932 developed illnesses.   
Material loses included 451 aircraft (333 helicopters), 147 tanks, 
1,314 IFV/APCs, 433 artillery guns & mortars, and 11,369 cargo 
& fuel trucks.  
[Wikipedia]  
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