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NATIONAL ADJUTANT’S CALL ...

MOPH Charity Golf Classic Funds to Support VA Facility. The
beneficiary of this golf tournament will be Polytrauma Network Site

18 located at the Southern Arizona VA Health Care System in Tuc-

son AZ. This site provides services to an area that includes Arizona,
New Mexico, the western portion of Texas and bordering counties in
Colorado, Kansas, and Oklahoma. This includes seven health care
systems, six VA nursing home care units, three domiciliaries and

forty -one county based clinics. You are urged to participate in this
highly worthwhile tournament by registering with Cynthia Koffila,

Special Events Manager at  cynthiak@scottsdaleplaza.com . Cynthia

will bill the $100 entry fee to th
register no later than July 20.

Address Labels. There' s been a |little ¢c

bels lately - this should sort it out. On personal return address la-
bels with the MOPH logo, the Service Foundation no longer sends

them out - that was part of a past fundraising effort. You can now
purchase such labels from our MOPH vendor, Personalized Just For
You (www.purpleheartstore.com) at a nominal cost.

Addpress labels for Departments and Chapters to use in mailings to
their members can be requested from MOPH Supply by email
(supply@purpleheart.org ) but will incur a processing charge based

on the volume of labels requested at five cents a label with a mini-

mum charge of $5.00.

Commercial address labels for use with UPS or FEDEX are
available.

not

Be Proactive on Missing Members. Chapter Officers should be
proactive in determining the status of members who stopped at-
tending meetings and any other Chapter functions. Try to contact
them by telephone. If you cannot reach anyone by phone, then

have a Chapter member make a visit to the last known address.
Someti mes a neighbor can provide
bouts. You might uncover the reasons for inactivity that could
range from a need for transportat:i

o

Keep Sending Those Changes. We try to maintain current mail
addresses, email addresses and telephone numbers for all Patriots
because it facilitates effective communication with members and

cuts down on wasteful distribution of the Purple Heart Magazine
due to incorrect addresses. The best way to send such

[Continued on Page 2]

10

June 2012

THI'S NEWSLETTER
LI SHED EVERY . M
(tE§¥aAUbUS® LB §
DI GI TAL FORMAT A
JUTANTS AND cC(
. LA RECE |
TRE wW§ fyo fErad
SO CAN BE DOWN
FROM THE MOPH
AND PRINTED FO

'S
DN T H
TNT
D_
MMA N

g4

L OADE
WEBS |
R LO

DI STRI BUTI ON.

Inside this issue:

DAR Honors Patriot
Ghost of Bataan
National Conven-
tion Registration

National Conven-
tion Notes

Patriot Davis, MOH

CA - First PH State

Annual Report
Tracker

ednafshiule S

White Western Hat

on t o t
National Conven-
tion Schedule

on

D O

h e

MOPH Calendar

0 oo

Curtis Helldiver

me mk



June 2012 Page 2

NATIONAL ADJUTANT’S CALL ... [Continued from Page 1]

changes is by email (memberships@purpleheart.org) as it ensures accuracy, but you also
can call MOPHHQ at1 -888-668-1656 with any new data.

Purple Heart License Plates. We receive a lot of calls on how to acquire PH License
Plates. Our website has a detailed guide, state by state, but the essence is simple - just
contact your local DMV and have proof of Purple Heart award.

Yours in Patriotism,
Jack Leonard

PATRIOT HONORED BY DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION
Patriot Grover House, Life Member of Chapter 0211, Alabama is the 2012 DAR Veteran
Volunteer of the Year, accumulating almost 15,000 hours of volunteer service at the Tus-
caloosa VA Medical Center. He also was instrumental in having a bridge named to honor
Purple Heart veterans. He visits the Veterans Memorial Park in Tusca-
loosa often, interacting with visitors to the Park and the Purple Heart

L DAR’ s National Defense Night where he

PATRIOT ABIE ABRAHAM - THE GHOST OF BATAAN

Patriot Abie Abraham, Life Member of Chapter 0455 in
Pennsylvania died on March 22 , 2012 - he was 98. A
decorated WWII veteran, he enlisted in the US Navy, then
the Army in 1932. While fighting in the Philippines,
Abraham was captured, survived the horrific Bataan

Death March, and was a POW for three and one -half
years at the notorious Cabanatuan Japanese prison

camp . He chronicled the hellish events at that camp,
making notes on food can labels and tiny notebooks smuggled to him by
other prisoners who were forced to help the Japanese He stayed in the
Philippines for two and one  -half years after the war to help recover and identify his fallen
comrades from the March and assure they were
properly laid to rest. “Th ¢
shook. But you have to make up your mind to do
cwhat ' s needed.”

After returning to the United States, he served as a re-
- cruiter, then spent two years in Germany until retiring
s a first sergeant with 30 years of service. He also
worked as a foreman for the State Highway Depart-
~— 1 ment in the 1960s. In later years, he was a volunteer
— ~ at the Butler VA Medical Center, showing up at 6:45
am, five days a week to work eight hours a day. He accumulated over 29,000 hours of
service in a 17 -year period. Working with his wartime notes, Patriot Abraham wrote two
books to document the Bataan years - Ghost of Bataan Speaks in 1971 and OH, God,
Where Are You? in 1997. He said he wanted the public to better understand what hap-
pened to our brave men as POWs at the hands of the Japanese.
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NATIONAL CONVENTION NOTES:

ATRPORT TRANSPORTATION: After your luggage has been retrieved, find the courtesy phone
located at the NORTH door of the baggage claim area. Dial 40 which is the number labeled “The
Scottsdale Plaza Resort.” Guests will be asked your name and your flight information — you will then
be directed to an exit door number; cross the street to the Resort Shuttles Vehicle Loading area — The
Shuttle is marked “The Scottsdale Plaza Resort.” The $17.00 charge per person each way — includes the
driver gratuity — this is posted directly to your room account. Shuttle departs every half-hour on the hour
and the half hour between 5:30 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. seven days a week.

ALL WHO REQUIRE HANDICAPPED/LIFT SHUTTLE SERVICE FROM THE AIRPORT TO
THE HOTEL Special Shuttle Service will need to be arranged through: Quality Transport Services

PROCESS: Due to Airport congestion and TSA security requirements, they require 24 hour
advance notice of flight time arrivals. They do not have a toll-free number, but passengers can
use email (INFO@QTSaz.com) or actually book your travel reservation on their website
(www.QTSaz.com) and they will immediately call back or email back with a confirmation.
Payment by CC is fine for any of the travelers. They’l] take the card at the time of reservation
and charge it when trip is completed.

##% QTS located 5 minutes from the Airport - so arriving passenger simply call their 24 hour
number 602.371.1000 when in the terminal and ready for pick-up. Since they aren't allowed to
wait by the terminal, calling from the airport is simply to confirm safe arrival, retrieval of bags
and ready to head on over. Depending on arrival times - QTS will transport one or two
persons at a time. If you are traveling with a companion or service animal, please let them know
if advance. There is no additional charge for a companion.

#¥¥Rates for Pick-Up, including luggage, and gratuity - $68.00

Recommended that yvou make your reservation well in advance - and they'll let them know about
calling for pick-up with vour confirmation. They hope to minimize any confusion.

For any Special Events QTS also has special rates for veterans for personal transportation if yvou
would like to get out during the week for any of the special events - just call their number any
time for a reservation. ***BE SURE TO SCHEDULE YOUR RETURN TRIP

CORRECTION
The date in the article titled Key Date in May, May Newsletter, should be May 1, 1960
vice May 1, 1968. Thanks to all the members who brought this to our attention.

“Hit hard, hit fast, hit often.” Fleet Admiral W.F. Halsey: Signal to the Third
Fleet, 1944
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MOPH MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENT - ONE OF A SERIES
PATRIOT SAMMY L DAVIS

On November 18, 1967, “Sgt . Davis (then Pf
morning hours while serving as a cannoneer at a remote fire support base with Battery C,
2nd Battalion, 4th Artillery, 9th Infantry Division. At approximately 0200 hours, the fire
support base was under heavy enemy mortar attack. Simultaneously, an estimated rein-

forced Viet Cong battalion launched a fierce ground assault upon the fire sup-
~ port base. The attacking enemy drove to within 25 meters of the friendly posi-
tions. Only a river separated the Viet Cong from the fire support base. Detecting
a nearby enemy position, Sgt. Davis seized a machine gun and provided covering
fire for his gun crew, as they attempted to bring direct artillery
fire on the enemy. Despite his efforts, an enemy recoilless rifle
round scored a direct hit upon the artillery piece. The resultant
blast hurled the gun crew from their weapon and blew Sgt. Davis into a
foxhole. He struggled to his feet and returned to the howitzer, which was
burning furiously. Ignoring repeated warnings to seek cover, Sgt. Davis
rammed a shell into the gun. Disregarding a withering hail of enemy fire
directed against his position, he aimed and fired the howitzer which rolled
backward, knocking Sgt. Davis violently to the ground. Undaunted, he returned to the
weapon to fire again when an enemy mortar round exploded within 20 meters of his posi-
tion, injuring him painfully. Nevertheless, Sgt. Davis loaded the artillery piece, aimed and
fired. Again he was knocked down by the recoil. In complete disregard for his safety, Sgt.
Davis loaded and fired three more shells into the enemy. Disregarding his
extensive injuries and his inability to swim, Sgt. Davis picked up an air
mattress and struck out across the deep river to rescue 3 wounded com-
rades on the far side. Upon reaching the 3 wounded men, he stood up-
right and fired into the dense vegetation to prevent the Viet Cong from ad-
vancing. Wh|Ie the most serlously wounded soldier was helped across the

. e river, Sgt. Davis protected the two remaining casu-

& ! alties until he could pull them across the river to

& the fire support base. Though suffering from pain-
i ful wounds, he refused medical attention, joining another howitzer
crew which fired at the large Viet Cong force until it broke contact
Nand fled."

DAVIS (THIRD FROM LEFT) RECEIVING

THE MEDAL OF Honor FRom presr. Patriot Davis was forced to retire in 1984 due to his injuries. Foot-

VEMBER 19 1065 T WSONONNO- age of his Medal of Honor award ceremony was used in the 1994
film Forrest Gump, with actor Tom Hanks'’

that of Davi s. I n July 2005, while in I ndi

of his car but recovered a few days later in neighboring White River. He currently lives in
Freedom, IN, but is a life member of MOPH Chapter 0010, New Jersey. He joined MOPH in
1986 and has a Silver Star and two Purple Hearts in addition to his Medal of Honor.

[Sources: Wikipedia, MOPH Personnel Records, Military Times]
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CALIFORNIA BECOMES NATION’S FIRST PURPLE HEART STATE

" On April 12, 2012, following the lead of its 10 cities and 2 counties, the Cali-
fornia Legislature passed a Concurrent Resolution establishing California as

earomnn epusie | the first Purple Heart State in the Nation. On Aprll 16, California Secretary of
State Debra Bowen signed the Legislation into law. MOPH Department Com-

mander Gary “Doc” Rutledge was the catalyst
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The MOPH fiscal year ends on 6/30/2012. Currently, there are 479 Chapters and 50 De-

MOPH ANNUAL REPORT TRACKER

partments on record as chartered in the Membership Database. About 89 Chapters are
chartered,
reviewed by the Departments for re

tive chapters rather than to DML. Please read the

but

haven’'t

fil

ed

current
-starting or closing with members assigned to other ac-
Procedures Manual

on page 22. The Chapters and Departments below have
tion, Finance and 990 with HQs as of 6/13/2012. The online Report Tracker link is on

the bottom right hand of the welcome page. After logging into the website at
www. pur pl ehear:t

or g,

c |

i ck

tions can be directed to memberships@purpleheart.org.

Page 5

on Chapter starting
properly filed the current Elec-

“Member s, ”

IRed Dep|Chab|Red Dep|Chab|RedDep|Chab|RedDep|Chab|Red

NNNNINNINNNINNINNNR R RRRPRPRRREPRRRRPRRRPRPRRPRPRPRRRPRRRRPRRRR

CT
DE
DE
DE
ME
MD
N J
NJ
NJ
N J
NY
NY
NY
P A
PA
P A
P A
P A
P A
P A
P A
P A
P A
R
VA
VA
VA
VA
VA

-

>rzzZzzZzzZzr O

0196
1787
1999
9377
4570
2222
0036
181
02
00
03
05
17
34
97
90
19
29
54
56
92
77
83
12
53
10
07
54
75
38
42
59
75
75
69
92
20
28
62
77

o
N

OO0 OO0 000000 O Fr P OOOPRFR P PEFPOOOOOOOOOOoOOoO oo
N hAhA NNOOOOOOEE PP P NNOOOCWOo0OON OO OO wRRE o M~MDMON

WOWNDNDNDNDNDNDNDNDNNNDNDDNDNDNDNNDNDDNDDNDNDNDNDNDDNDDNDDNDNDNDDNODNDDNDDNDDNDDNDDNDDNDDNDDNDDNDDNDDNDDNDDND

KY
KY
MI
MI
MI
MI
MI
MI
MI
Ml
MI
MI
MI
MN
MN
MN
MN
MO
N E
OH
OH
OH
OH
OH
OH
OH
OH
OH
OH
OH
\WAY%
\WAY%
\WAY%
\WAY%
\WAY%
WI
WI
WI
AK
AK

0585
202
003
009
011
018
060
78

o
o)
[EEY

97
97
98
98

@0 w o o
o O O o

o N -
W onN

(o2}
o

(o2 o> Il e}
© NN

OO 0O 0O 00O WODOOO0ODO0OO0ODO0ODO0OO0ODO0DO0OO0ODO0ODO0OOO R, PR PP
~N o 01 o 0N g b~ -
N © N DN DO [@RENRE) ]
O1Lw O 01 A WNSANOO O OO 0O OO WO L O 01 N0/ 010 01O oo o - 0k

PR NN
oo ww

o O
&)
(&)

059
067

g~ bhbDdDDdDASBAEPMMDMBMMAMMADMMDDMMAADMDIDAEAAMADEAEADDDALEAWWWW

A K
DK
OR
WY
AL
AL
AL
FL
FL
FL
FL
FL
FL
FL
FL
FL
FL
GA
MS
MS
MS
NC
NC
NC
NC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
TN
TN
PR
AR
AR
AR
AR
AR
co

0830
5355
0147
0343
2205
2206
2213
0316
05214
0535
0601
0705
0759
0772
0794
0808
0811
0525
0677
0801
0803
0634
0639
0642
2226
0354
0402
1781
1890
1948
2008
0356
0613
0660
0460
0587
0633
0708
0783
0423

DO o000 000 oo oo 01oo oo or oo oo oo oo oo o1 oAl

KS
KS
LA
OK
TX
TX
TX
T X
T X
TX
TX
T X
T X
T X
TX
T X
T X
T X
T X
AZ
AZ
AZ
AZ
GU
GU
GU
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
NV
NV
uT
uT

068
078
072
056
039
061
074
07
07
08
08
18
18
19
19
19
30
40
50
04
06
07
19
07
13
20
00
00
00
01
04
29
07
071
080
099

NN~N©OWR NWR PR oo

O O L 00U © © b
PO WO WO NNOUILNOWOORFRPRNNNNPRPNOOOOOORADNOOONDNWO

= N © O o

4
0
7

9
2
5

oo 0~ DDA DMODNDNDEREPRPR

Rh o
Vir
Ken
Ohi
Al a
Al a
Mi s
Nor
Sou
Ten
Ar k
Kan
Ar i

reports for
enter y

Dept Nah1e

N New Engl and
de I sl and
gini a
tucky
o]
s k a
bama
sissippi
th Caroline
th Caroline
nessee
ansas
sas
zona
a Pacific

As i



June 2012

Page 6

ORGANIZATIONS SUPPORTING VETERANS - ONE OF A SERIES
FINAL SALUTE, INC.
Final Salute, Inc. (FS) was founded in 2010 by Army Captain Jasmine Boothe of Hay-
market VA, a female Veteran and cancer survivor who became aware of the large number
of homeless female veterans in the United States.
She realized a need for an organization that would
ﬁ, meet and understand the unique needs of homeless
, females and their children.
The Mission of FS is to provide homeless female veterans with safe and suitable housing.
It is estimated that there are currently over 13,000 homeless female veterans and the big-
gest obstacle is that most of the housing programs for veterans do not allow children.
FS's umbrel | a pr HGQUMEqHousing OwtreachH Medtorship Encouragement)
and, funds permitting, it will provide transitional housing and housing subsidy assistance
to female veterans and their children; focus on integrating veterans back into their local
communities; provide choices of appropriate, safe residential areas; and collaborate with
resource partners to gain supportive services for client female veterans. This program is
currently only open to female veterans living in DC, Maryland and Virginia (DC Metro ar-
ea).
HOME Eligibility:
1 Must have an honorable or general discharge (Verified by DD -214)*
T Must complete initial service obligation unless medically discharged
T Must provide proof of homelessness
1 Must participate in financial education classes
*Discharges beyond General will be looked at on a case by
case basis.
Boothe opened FS' s first
she plans to expand services to more houses and
more cities over time. As a relatively new non -
profit organization, fundraising remains the ma-
jor barrier to expansion. For example, it costs
about $65,000 per year to operate her first house
which includes rent and food for the women who : :
live there. Some of the food, furniture and other necessities are donated and some pur-
chased by FS. There is currently a waiting list of women seeking such shelter.
Donations to FS are tax deductible under IRS Code 501(c)3. More details on FS and
HOME application forms can be found at www.finalsaluteinc.org

LIMITED EDITION MOPH WHITE WESTERN HAT

To celebrate the Western Tradition of the Southwest, MOPH ordered a lim-
ited number (50) of this distinctive white felt hat. This hat will be available
ONLY at our National Convention in Scottsdale and only on a first come,
first paid basis (credit card only). To confirm your order and arrange pay-
ment, contact Jenniferat1  -888-668-1656 or emalil at:
jpereyra@purpleheart.org. Price is $30. Two sizes are available: S/M and
L/XL. Hats will be available for pick up at the HQ Office at the National
Convention. Refunds will be considered after the Convention.

and
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6/22/2012
80" National Convention, Scottsdale, Arizona
7- 11 August 2012
Preliminary Schedules

MOPH LAMOPH

TUESDAY, AUGUST 7 TUESDAY, AUGUST 7
8:00 — 5:00 Vendors and Exhibitors 8:00 — 5:00 Vendors and Exhibitors
8:00 — 5:00 National Office 8:00 — 5:00 National Office
9:00 — 5:00 Registration 9:00 — 5:00 Registration
9:00 — 11:30 National Finance Conunittee 12:00 — 2:00 National Finance Committee
11:30 — 1:00 New Attendee Lunch Buffet
1:30 — 3:00 NFC Continuation if required
3:00 — 5:00 National Executive Committee 2:00 — 5:00 National Executive Committee
7:00 — 8:00 Joint MOPH/LAMOPH Opening 7:00 — 8:00 Joint MOPH/LAMOPH Opening
8:00 — 11:00 Hospitality-Southwestern Night 8:00 — 11:00 Hospitality-Southwestern Night
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 8 WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 8
6:30 Religious Observances 6:30 Religious Observances
6:30 — 8:00 Hospitality 6:30 — 8:00 Hospatality
7:00 — 8:30 NC Breakfast (Dept Cmdrs)
8:00 — 5:00 National Office 8:00 — 5:00 National Office
8:00 — 5:00 Vendors and Exhibitors 8:00 — 5:00 Vendors and Exhibitors
8:30 — 11:30 Convention Business Session 8:00 — 11:30 Convention Business Session
12:00 - 1:30 PNC/PNP Lunch 12:00 — 1:30 PNC/PNP Lunch
1:30 — 5:30 Convention Business Session-Workshops 1:30 — 5:30 Convention Business Session
5:30 Publications Committee
6:30 Legislative Committee
7:00 Bylaws Comunittee
7:00 — 11:00 Hospitality-Country Western Night 7:00 — 11:00 Hospitality-Country Western Night
THURSDAY, AUGUST 9 THURSDAY, AUGUST 9
6:30 Religious Observances 6:30 Religious Observances
6:30 — 8:00 Hospitality 6:30 — 8:00 Hospitality
6:30 — 8:00 Time and Place Committee
8:00 — 11:30 Convention Business Session 8:00 — 12:00 Convention Business Session
8:00 — 12:00 National Office 8:00 — 12:00 National Office
8:00 — 5:00 Vendors and Exhibitors 8:00 — 5:00 Vendors and Exhibitors
1:00 — Local Event or Free Tune 1:00 — Local Event or Free Time
6:00 — 11:00 Hospitality-Caribbean Night 6:00 — 11:00 Hospitality-Caribbean Night

FRIDAY, AUGUST 10

FRIDAY, AUGUST 10

6:30 Religious Observances 6:30 Religious Observances

6:30 — 8:00 Hospitality 6:30 — 8:00 Hospitality

8:00 — 12:00 Convention Business Session 8:00 — 12:00 Convention Business Session
8:00 — 3:00 National Office 8:00 — 3:00 National Office

8:00 — 3:00 Vendors and Exhibitors 8:00 — 3:00 Vendors and Exhibitors

1:00 — 3:00 Regional Caucuses 1:00 — 3:00 LAMOPH Tea

4:00 — 5:00 Memorial Service 4:00 — 5:00 Memorial Service

7:00 — 11:00 Hospitality-Sixties Night 7:00 — 11:00 Hospitality-Sixties Night

SATURDAY, AUGUST 11

SATURDAY, AUGUST 11

6:30 Religious Observances 6:30 Religious Observances

6:30 — 8:00 Hospitality 6:30 — 8:00 Hospitality

8:00 — 11:00 Convention Business Session 8:00 — 11:00 Convention Business Session
11:00 - 12:30 National Executive Committee 11:00 - 12:30 National Executive Committee
1:30 — 3:30 National Finance Committee 1:30 — 3:30 National Finance Committee
4:00 Catholic Mass 4:00 Catholic Mass

6:00 Reception 6:00 Reception

7:00 Banquet (Suit/Tie/Black-tie) 7:00 Banquet —Dress Accordingly

==* THIS SCHEDULE IS PRELIMINARY SUBJECT TO CHANGE UNTIL THE LAST DAY OF CONVENTION***
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VETERANS HELPING

VETERANS

5413 -B BACKLICK ROAD
SPRINGFIELD, VA 22151

Phone: 703 -642-5360
Fax: 703 -642-2054
E-mail: info@purpleheart.org

WAR BIRDS
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THIS MONTH IN HISTORY

June 24, 1948. Soviet Russia began a blockage of

. = Berlin. Two days later, the Allies responded with an
—‘W emergency airlift to relieve two million isolated West

& Berliners. During the Airlift, US and British planes

| flew about 278,000 flights, delivering 2.3 million tons
' of food, coal and medical supplies. A plane landed in
Berlin every minute from eleven Allied staging areas

in West Germany. The Russians lifted their blockade on May 12,
1949, however the airlift continued until September 30th.

The Curtiss SB2C Helldiver
was a carrier based dive
bomber produced for the Navy
during WWII. It was intro-
duced to the fleet in 1942 and
7,140 were produced between
1942 & 1945. It served pri-
marily in the Pacific. In the
Battle of the Philippine Sea,
45 Helldivers were lost be-
cause they ran out of fuel on
the return to their carriers.
The plane participated in bat-
tles over the Marianas, Philip-
pines, Taiwan, Ilwo Jima and
Okinawa. They were also used
in the 1945 attacks on the Ry-
ukyu Islands and the Japa-
nese home island of Honshu
in tactical attacks on airfields,
communications and ship-
ping. The Helldiver could de-
liver ordnance with more pre-
cision than other aircraft
against specific targets and its
two seat configuration permit-
ted a second set of eyes. It
was the last dive bomber pro-
duced and was used by the
Navy until 1947. The French
flew the aircraft in Indochina
1951 -1954.




